
SOUTH DAKOTA TOOLS, SUPPORTS, AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS (SD TSA – SOUTH DAKOTA TOOLS, SUPPORTS, AND ACCOMMODATIONS)
WINTER ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP 2021



2021 WAIVER, AMENDMENT, AND ADDENDUM

• ELA & Math (and Alt Assessments)
• no remote option available; test to the greatest extent possible

• English Learner Proficiency 
• no remote option available; test to the greatest extent possible

• Science 
• requesting to not administer Science or Science-Alt

• Participation Rate 
• requesting to waive the 95% participation requirement

• Report Card Indicators 
• Requesting to NOT calculate attendance, student performance on the state assessments, English learner 

progress, and academic growth (information would still be made available in private report cards)

• School Support Designations 
• keep the school support designations the same (designations from 18-19 will continue). 
• No longer have a “special schools’ audit or designations



Until we hear that our waiver, addendum, 
and amendment are approved, districts 
need to move forward testing Science 
and Science-Alt

2021 WAIVER, AMENDMENT, AND ADDENDUM



TOPICS FOR TODAY

 Purpose

 SD TSA (Tools, Supports, and Accommodations) guidance

 Resources

 Supports and Accommodations in TIDE

 Questions





WHY DO ASSESSMENT DIRECTORS 

AND/OR TECH COORDINATORS NEED 

TO KNOW ABOUT THIS?

 Who is responsible for marking supports and accommodations in TIDE?

 Interim assessments

 Summative assessment

 Who downloads additional supports/hardware/software and makes sure it is 

working in the assessment environment?

 Do you know difference between supports and accommodations?

 Do you know who can and/or should receive supports and/or accommodations?

 Do you know when an accommodation is inappropriate?

 Inappropriate accommodations may invalidate an assessment



SD TSA
(TOOLS, SUPPORTS, AND ACCOMMODATIONS GUIDELINES)

ELA (ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS), MATH, 

AND SCIENCE



SD TOOLS, SUPPORTS, AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS

 South Dakota’s Tools, Supports, and 
Accommodations (SD TSA)

 Guidelines apply to all students

 Three levels of support

 Not just for Special Education staff, but for all 
staff including classroom teachers

 Includes Science

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/ –

right hand side under Key Documents towards the 

bottom

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/


SD TSA

 Three levels of support both embedded and non-embedded

 Level 1 – Universal Tools

 For ALL students

 Level 2 – Designated Supports

 For SOME students

 Level 3 – Documented Accommodations

 For a FEW students



LEVEL 1 – TOOLS

FOR ALL STUDENTS



LEVEL 1 – TOOLS

 For all students

 Some provided

 Digitally

 Embedded

 Within testing environment 

 Separately 

 Non-embedded

 Outside of the computer

 Can be turned off if tool is viewed as a distraction

 Should be using these tools in other digital environments so students are familiar with them



TOOLS

PROVIDED FOR ALL STUDENTS

 Breaks

 Calculator (grades 6-8 & 11) (Math & Science)

 Digital Notepad

 English Dictionary (for ELA performance task full write)

 English Glossary

 Expandable Passages

 Global Notes (for ELA performance tasks)

 Highlighter

 Keyboard Navigation

 Line Reader

 Mark for Review

 Math Tools (Science if applicable)

 Reference Guides (Science)

 Spell Check (for ELA items)

 Strikethrough

 Thesaurus (for ELA performance task full writes)

 Tutorial

 Writing Tools

 Zoom (can be set at a larger font in TIDE – test 
information distribution engine)

Embedded Tools



TOOLS

PROVIDED FOR ALL STUDENTS

Non-Embedded Tools

 Breaks

 English Dictionary (for ELA performance task full writes)

 Reference Guides (Science) for paper pencil test only

 Scratch Paper

 Thesaurus (for ELA performance task full writes)



LEVEL 2 – DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

FOR SOME STUDENTS



LEVEL 2 – DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

 For any student for which a need has been indicated

 by an educator or 

 a team of educators with parent/guardian and/or student

 A process used to identify needs

 RTI (Response to Intervention)

 MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support)

 SAT (Student Assistance Team)

 TAT (Teacher Assistance Team)

 504 Plan meeting

 IEP (Individual Education Program) 

 LAP (Language Acquisition Plan)

 Currently being used for instruction and/or other assessment

 Identified prior to the assessment

 Activated prior to testing in the TIDE (Test Information Distribution Engine)



DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

PROVIDED FOR SOME STUDENTS

Embedded Supports

 Color Contrast

 Illustration Glossaries (Math) – (fixed form)

 Masking

 Mouse Pointer (size & color)

 Streamline

 Text-to-speech (Grades 3-8, &11 for all Math, Science and ELA 
items)

 Translated test directions

 Translations (glossaries for math items)

 Translations (stacked for math items)

 Turn off universal tools

 Zoom (set to a larger default)



DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

PROVIDED FOR SOME STUDENTS

Non-Embedded Supports

 Amplification (permissive mode must be enabled) 

 Bilingual dictionary (for ELA performance task full writes, Science)

 Color contrasts

 Color overlays

 Illustration Glossaries (Math paper/pencil assessments)

 Magnification (permissive mode may need to be enabled)

 Medical Support

 Noise Buffers

 Read aloud (Grades 3-8, & 11 for all math & Science, and ELA items – not reading passages)

 Separate setting

 Simplified Test Directions

 Translated Test Directions (PDF of directions translated in the language read by an adult)

 Translations (glossaries for math items)



SIMPLIFIED DIRECTIONS

 Only the directions within the test administrator’s manual may be 

simplified

 NOTHING on the student’s screen may be reworded or 

simplified

 Test administrator’s manual can be found in the resource section 

for the South Dakota Assessment Gateway -

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/

COLLEGE, CAREER, LIFE READY doe.sd.gov

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/


LEVEL 3 – DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS

FOR FEW STUDENTS



WHAT IS AN ACCOMMODATION?

 An Accommodation 

 a change in how the student accesses and 

demonstrates learning, such as:

 Presentation

 Setting

 Timing

 But does not change what the student is expected to 

learn or demonstrate. 

 A Modification

 changes what a student is expected to learn and 

demonstrate by changing the level, priority or content).



ACCOMMODATIONS

 Must be needed for instruction first

 Then decide if appropriate for assessment

 Not all accommodations used for instruction are 

appropriate for assessments



LEVEL 3 – DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS

 Documented need for the support such as an IEP or a 504 plan

 Decisions made by a team

 Information must be entered in the TIDE so they can be activated

 Exception may be a student who has a physical injury such as a broken hand or arm and can’t use the computer

 May use scribe

 If they have experience using these supports



DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS

FOR FEW STUDENTS

Embedded Accommodations 

 American Sign Language (for ELA listening items and math items)

 Braille

 Braille Transcript (ELA listening passages)

 Closed Captioning (for ELA listening passages)

 Permissive Mode

 Text-to-speech (for ELA reading passages)



DOCUMENTED ACCOMMODATIONS

FOR FEW STUDENTS

Non-embedded Accommodations

 100s Number Table 

 Abacus

 Alternate response options (may need to enable permissive mode)

 Braille (paper/pencil assessment)

 Calculator (Braille & Talking for calculator items only, grades 6-8, & 11)

 Large Print (Needs to be requested through DOE by Oct 1st)

 Multiplication Table (digits 1-12 facts)

 Print on demand (contact DOE)

 Read aloud (for ELA passages) 

 Scribe 

 Speech to text (need a voice recognition software and must enable permissive mode)

 Word Prediction (must have word prediction software and must enable permissive mode)



SCRIBE

 What scribe is

 For students who have documented significant motor or processing difficulties, or who have had a recent injury (such as a broken hand or 
arm) that makes it difficult to produce responses may need to dictate their responses to a human, who then records the students’ responses 
verbatim on the ELA performance task full write. The full write is the second part of the performance task. The use of this accommodation 
may result in the student needing overall additional time to complete the assessment. For many of these students, dictating to a human scribe 
is the only way to demonstrate their composition skills. It is important that these students be able to develop planning notes via the human 
scribe, and to view what they produce while composing via dictation to the scribe.

 What scribe is NOT

 For those that type slowly

 Conditions for using scribe

 Separate Setting

 Certified staff

 Trained with scribe protocol

 Type exactly what student says

 Student must check for edits

 Scribe can’t read it to students unless text-to-speech or read aloud has also been requested



THIS N’ THAT





SPECIAL ED OR 504 PLAN

 In Campus must mark 504 if on a 

504 to receive accommodation

 In Campus must have a current 

sped record to receive 

accommodations



TEXT-TO-SPEECH/READ ALOUD

ONE OR THE OTHER – NOT BOTH

Supports

 ELA – items

 ELA PT (performance task) – all

 Math – all

 Science - all

 Only for those who need it

 Not for all kids in classroom

 May hinder not help 

Accommodations

 ELA – passages

 Should be very few in the state

 Print disability

 Documented on IEP

 Receiving intensive instruction and interventions in 
fundamental reading

 Requires specialized formats for reading



TASKS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED

 Speech-to-text (student reads into computer that does the typing) – need to have a stand-alone voice recognition 

program

 Magnification devices – for students with a visual impairment and students with a hearing impairment

 Enable the permissive mode

 Other Assistive Technology devices that may need to interact with the test platform



ACCOMMODATIONS ENABLED AT STATE LEVEL

 Reading Passages accommodation (text-to-speech or read aloud – document needed)

 Print on Demand (document needed)

 Permissive mode (email)

 Non-embedded accommodations (email)

 When?

 By Feb 1st (soft deadline, but do need time to get into system and will depend on how many are received)



1. The expand button

2. Reading Passages for ELA forms

3. Special Accommodation 

Consideration For

4. Print on Demand Form

https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/

https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/


READING PASSAGE ALOUD Signatures are still needed



PRINT ON DEMAND



PERMISSIVE MODE

 Must contact DOE to enable

 May be needed for Non-Embedded Supports and/or Accommodations that need to interact with the computer

 Amplification

 Magnification

 Noise Buffers

 Alternate Response Options

 Speech-to-Text

 Word Prediction



SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

 Only submit for those accommodations not included 

for the state assessment but the student still uses for 

instruction

 Must have SD DOE approval before being used for 

assessment

 By Mar 1st – need time to consider before the 

assessment window opens



RESOURCES



AVAILABLE TOOLS

 SD Tools, Supports, 
and 
Accommodations 
Guidelines 
document (SD TSA)

 TIDE Settings 
Worksheet 

 Accommodations 
Summary 

 Read Aloud 
Protocol (has been 
updated)

 Scribe Protocol (has 
been updated)

https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/SMARTERbalanced.aspx

https://doe.sd.gov/Assessment/SMARTERbalanced.aspx


TIDE SETTINGS WORKSHEETS WORKSHEET

 Word format

 Includes Science

 Now 3 pages

 Needs to be completed on a computer due 

to dropdowns



STATE ASSESSMENT ACCOMMODATIONS WORKSHEET

 PDF format 

 Can be printed and handed to teacher

 Can be printed

 2-pages



ACCOMMODATIONS SUMMARY

 One page document

 List of tools, supports and accommodations

 Brief summary for each



READ ALOUD AND SCRIBE PROTOCOLS



ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY MANUAL

 https://sd.portal.cambiumast.c

om/resources/user-guides-

manuals-tc/

 Provides information on how 

to set up some of the assistive 

technology programs

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/user-guides-manuals-tc/


PRACTICE AND TRAINING TESTS

Teacher Section Students & Families Section

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/


THINGS TO CONSIDER



WHAT IS YOUR DISTRICT PLAN FOR ENABLING SUPPORTS AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS?

 Who is responsible for enabling Supports and Accommodations in TIDE?

 If it’s you, who do you need to talk to about these?

 What tools do you use to collect this information?

 When will you collect this information

 What is it being used for? (Instruction, Interims, Summative?)

 Who makes supports decisions? What about the accommodations?

 How will you let classroom teacher know what supports and accommodations should be marked in TIDE?

 Do teachers know how to check if supports and accommodations are properly marked?



HOW TO MARK AND CHECK TEST SETTINGS IN TIDE 

101



BEFORE WE START

 Supports and accommodation do NOT carry over from year to year

 Districts decide who enters this information

 This portion was created for you to use after the workshop.



HOW TO MARK SUPPORTS AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS IN TIDE

 Login to TIDE

 https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/

 For training purposes I’m signed in as a DA 

(district administrator)

https://sd.portal.cambiumast.com/users/educators/


SEARCH BY STUDENT

 If you know the 

student’s state ID (or 

SSID #) type it in the 

upper right-hand 

corner (red arrow)

 Must be 9 digits



SEARCH BY STUDENT

OR
 Click on

 Student

 View/Edit/Export Students



SEARCH BY STUDENT

1. Select the school or schools 

(can select one or more)

 Then select one or more of the 

following criteria

2. Student’s last name

3. Student’s first name

4. Student’s SSID (state ID)

5. Grade

6. Finally – select search



OR



SEARCH BY SCHOOL

1. Select the school or 

schools (can select one 

or more)

2. Click the search button

 Gives a list of all the 

students in the search



THEN



FIND STUDENT

1. Find your student

2. Click on the pencil icon



STUDENT INFORMATION

This information imported from Infinite Campus, 
is greyed out, and can only be changed through 
Infinite Campus

1. Student name

2. Student SSID

3. Student’s grade

4. IDEA Indicator (Is the student in Special 
Education)

5. Section 504 (Is the student on a 504 Plan)

6. Notice

7. Save button

8. Scroll bar



STUDENT INFORMATION

1. Embedded Tools

2. Embedded Designated Supports

3. Non-embedded Designated Supports

4. Embedded Accommodations

5. Non-embedded Accommodations

6. Scroll bar across (for each section if screen isn’t 

showing all the information)

7. Scroll bar up/down (for information not showing 

on the screen)



ELA, ELA-PT, MATH, & SCIENCE

Designated Supports and 

Accommodations need to be marked for 

each subject area they are needed.

1. ELA (English, Language Arts) column

2. ELA-PT (English, Language Arts-

Performance task) column

3. Math column

4. Scroll bar (to get to the Science 

column



DROP-DOWN BOXES

 Can only select one option 

per drop down

 If not greyed out districts can 

select the option

1. Drop-down arrow

2. Some options are embedded 

tools

3. Some options are designated 

supports



ON/OFF SWITCH

1. Off is the default

2. Click to turn on



NON-EMBEDDED DESIGNATED SUPPORTS

1. Drop down arrow

2. Select as many as needed

3. None is the default

4. Scroll bar if more options are 

available



GREYED OUT

If greyed out, must be enabled by the state

1. Greyed out

2. Greyed out

3. Greyed out

4. Save (DON’T FORGET TO SAVE, if you have 

made any changes) ☺



ADDING A GROUP OF STUDENTS

There is a way to add a group of 

students all at once.

1. Select Test Settings and Tools

2. Select Upload Test Settings 

and Tools



TEMPLATE

 Must download the template in the upper right-hand corner

 CSV or

 EXCEL

 Know where the template downloads, (most often shows up in 

the lower left-hand corner



FILLING OUT THE SPREADSHEET

Must have a separate line for each support or 
accommodation needed for each subject area.

1. Must type in the student’s SSID number (student state 
ID – must be 9 digits)

2. Drop down box for subject area – this generates which 
supports and accommodations are appropriate for that 
subject

3. Drop down box for tools name that is appropriate for 
that subject area

4. Scroll bar to see all that are available

5. Value for that support or accommodations – could be 
something as simple as on or off; or it could be the 
name of the support

Make sure to save the document with a name you will 
remember and a place you can find it.



UPLOAD SUPPORTS AND ACCOMMODATIONS FILE

 Go back to the Test Settings and Tools – Select 

‘Upload Test Settings and Tools



UPLOAD TEMPLATE

This is a 4-step process –

Step 1 – Upload File

1. Click on browse (make 

sure to remember 

where you saved the 

file)

2. Notice the file is listed

3. Click next



VERIFY THE FILE IS CORRECT

Step 2 – Preview 

information

 Asks you to verify if file is 

correct

 Hit the next button

 This may take a couple of 

minutes to complete



UPLOAD ERRORS

Step 3 -Validate

There are 4 upload errors with the file

1. Show the row number for the error (line 1)

2. Tool name is streamline

3. Value is separate setting which doesn’t match 
streamline

4. Non-embedded accommodation – must be set 
at the state level and this is a district level 
account

5. Same as 4 – a non-embedded accommodation

6. TTS (text-to-speech for ELA) –

7. For Passages and Items (this accommodation 
need to be set at the state level after the form 
has been filled out)

8. Upload revised file once you have made the 
changes/corrections



UPLOAD REVISED FILE

 By clicking the upload revised file button, 

you get a screen for you to find the file

 Click submit once you have found your 

file – again, this may take a couple of 

minutes so be patient



VALIDATE

Step 3 –Validate (until it 

is correct)

1. Asks you to review the 

validation results

2. Shows this is Step 3 

3. Show the validation 

results of 6 correct files

4. Shows there are not 

excluded records

5. Hit the continue with 

upload button



UPLOAD CONFIRMATION

Step 4 - Confirmation

1. Shows step 4 –

confirmation

2. Shows that 6 records 

were uploaded

3. Asks if you want to 

upload another file



CHECK STUDENTS’ SUPPORTS AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS



CHECKING WHAT HAS BEEN MARKED

 Go back to the students 

– view/edit/export 

students – section to see 

what supports and/or 

accommodations have 

been marked for each 

student (this will also 

show those that have 

been marked at the state 

level)



1. Select the school

2. Hit the search button



1. Show the number of results

2. Click to review results, or

3. Click to export to inbox, 

or

4. Click to modify the search 

(takes you back to previous 

screen)



SEARCH RESULTS

1. Shows the number of 
results

2. The row that shows 
information titles

3. Check box you can 
mark to select specific 
student(s)

4. Drop down box to 
refine information that 
is shown

5. This is new. List of 
what can be shown 
(uncheck boxes for 
those items that aren’t 
needed) – this is a new 
feature



1. Show the categories – notice some have been removed

2. Test Settings and Tools

3. Color Contrast for first student – SC is Science, MA is Math, EL is English Language Arts

4. Arrow to use to show more results (or more test settings)

5. Because there are 80 students, they don’t all show on the 1st page so there are 2 pages

6. Scroll bar to show more students on this page



PRINT SUPPORT AND 

ACCOMMODATION SETTING 

INFORMATION

A way to provide teachers 

administering the assessment with 

Supports and Accommodations 

settings set for student(s)

1. The printer icon

2. Select the All Student Settings 

and Tools (or if you have 

selected some student by 

checking the box, then the 

My Selected Student Settings 

and Tools will be what you 

want)



STUDENT SETTINGS AND TOOLS DOCUMENT

1. Shows the student’s 

name, SSID, grade, 

school, district, and 

test setting & tools

2. Shows what the test 

settings and tools the 

student has for each 

assessment

3. Indicates that this is 

the ‘Student Settings 

and Tools’ that is 

being printed

4. Print icon



OR



EXPORT STUDENT SETTINGS 

AND TOOLS

1. Export icon

2. Students selected (notice 5 

have been selected)

3. Export just the 5 selected 

students (to either excel or 

CSV)

OR

4. Export all 80 students (to 

excel or CSV)



Know where you excel 

spreadsheet or CSV 

document exported to



EXCEL/CSV SPREADSHEET

If you are comfortable 
using an excel spreadsheet 
to filter to see what has 
been marked, then this 
one works as well

1. Row with the headings

2. Column for zoom 
(setting zoom to a 
higher level beyond 
the default)

3. Column for Color 
Contrast needed





QUESTIONS



CONTACT INFORMATION

Beth Schiltz
South Dakota Department of Education

Office of Special Education

605-773-4257

Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us


